First Sunday of Lent • March 13, 2011

1000 26TH AVENUE NE, • RIO RANCHO, NM 87144
A Mission Church of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish. Serving our parishioners since August 10, 1997.
From the Desk of Father Scott
Friends in Christ Jesus,
Lent has commenced.
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Parish Staff

 ǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤRev. Scott Mansield
ǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤEd Uhrich
 ǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤCarl E. Beyer
Pastoral ChairǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤEd Uhrich
Head SacristanǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤGerry Hoover
Head UsherǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤCarl E. Beyer
Head Altar ServerǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤEd Uhrich
Head LectorǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤPeggy Riley
Head EMǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤPinky Bjornstad
Head CCDǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤEdwinna Herrera
Head SnackerǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤHarlan Harrington
Head Grounds and 
Interior CleaningǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤCoz Madrid
Head Welcoming MinistryǤǤLoretta Tafuro


Each year I am asked to explain why it is Lent
is longer than just forty days, and why, that
being the case, our fasting is more than forty
days. Here is the easy answer: if we do not
count Sundays, we end up with forty days. Six
days times six weeks equals thirty six days.
Add to those days Ash Wednesday and the
next three days, and it adds up to forty days. If
we add in the Sundays, we then exceed the
forty days of Lent. So, really, we are not obliged to keep our fasting
from whatever on Sundays, being Sundays are feast days.
However, I encouraged each of us to "man up" and fast from
whatever we are fasting from even on the extra Sundays.
Have a blessed Lent.
Fr. Scott Mansfield

Mass Schedule

ǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤ4:00 pm
ǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤ8:00 &10:00 am


Holy Rosary

20 minutes before each mass.


Sacrament of Confession

ǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤ͵ǣͲͲǦ3:45 pm


Church Open for Adoration

ǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤ9:00 amǦ12:00 pm
ǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤǤ9:00 amǦ12:00 pm

Parish Bulletin

Thank you for reading our bulletin. 
To receive our bulletin via email, 
visit our website at ǤǤ
and click on “ .” 

Any suggestions, comments, 
prayers or articles can be sent
to ̷ǤǤ 

We also like to hear about births, 
baptisms, marriages or other 
news about our church members.

Altar Flower Donation’s
 If you would like to honor someone, memory of
someone, or mark a special event in your life, donating
the Altar Flower’s for the Mass is a beautiful way. To
reserve your special date, you can use the donation
envelopes in the lobby or contact: 

Toni Saiz 899Ǧ4211 or 681Ǧ͵ͻ
Julie Burnside 250Ǧͷ͵ͷ͵

Thank you and God bless!

Note: NO FLOWER REQUESTS DURING LENT AND ON PALM SUNDAY 
 EASTER SUNDAY IS FULL

Upcoming Events
• 1st Sunday of every month Food Collection for St. Felix Pantry
• 6PM Fridays Ǧ Stations of the Cross (during Lent)
• March 13th, 9:15AM Ǧ Altar Server Meeting
• March 26th, 5PM Ǧ Parent’s Meeting for First Communion
• April 23rd, Holy Saturday, No Mass at St. John Vianney Mission Church

I Promise You A Rose Garden by Carl E Beyer and Friends

 Lynn Anderson lyrics, “I NEVER promised you a rose
garden,” along with hearing of another young person trying to
end their life got me of thinking. I believe I can promise you a
Rose Garden.
 First, I believe I can literally say I HAVE a Rose Garden. I
have not done a count but I must have over twenty rose
bushes around our property. I have red roses, white roses,
pink roses, orange roses, yellow roses, candy cane roses,
climbing roses, miniature rose and blue roses on order for
spring planting. These roses fall in line of: “working roses”,
“beauty roses”, “welcoming roses” and “commemorative
ǳǤ
 How many of you have working roses? Yes, I put my roses to
work, as they need to earn their keep. Upon moving into our
home I found the favorite activity of my eightyǦpound border
collie was to bounce off the dividing wall between our
property and our neighbor’s. I do not believe there is any
mortar left in that wall. So, a line of roses went in to keep the
dog off the wall and also keep a neighbor happy, while giving
us some privacy and something much more beautiful to view
than a cinderblock wall.
 Well, the beauty roses are just about all of them because
who does not like roses? When they are in their full bloom,
showing off their glory, you wish they could stay that way
Ǥ
 The welcoming roses are planted by the front door to
welcome people to our home. Roses by the entrance to our
home lets folks coming to the front door know that the people
inside appreciate the beauty of the world. It lets people know
that this home, as evidence by the very roses outside, have
taken the time to beautify the community.
 Commemorative roses? Well, there is the John F. Kennedy
roses but more valuable are the John Paul II pure white rose.
John Paul II roses bushes struggle every year such is the purity
of white. But each year they are a little bigger and gain a little
more in the battle to grow. Then they glorify themselves by
producing those rare, pure white roses.
 So, how in the world do these roses teach us about why we
ought not “off” ourselves? Let me reiterate. I do promise you a
rose garden but with a catch. There will be pain, hard work,
dark times, joyful times, artistic times, restful times, rewarding
times and dying times.
 Yes, my very irst promise with the rose garden is that there
will be pain, along with some bloodshed. All true roses have
thorns and I shed blood to these roses every year. I suppose I
could take the proper protection and be extremely careful not
to shed blood but what bloody fun would that be? Those roses
give me beauty and pain. The pain is simply a price to be paid.
 Hard work is a given. Anything worth having requires hard
work. Roses take effort. Roses need maintenance to bring out
their beauty. Spring starts with pruning the roses. Pruning
stimulates growth, while giving you some control over their
growth. They can grow like weeds at times! And, here in the
desert, we need to maintain their irrigation. I am not sure if it
is just me but those irrigation lines needs to be checked
regularly to ensure each rose is getting it fair share of water.
One must be sure and fertilize them to keep them growing
strong and proud. Yes, hard work, but very enjoyable work.
 Dark times are a given during the winter months when the
roses are resting. There seems to be no hope for spring during
those long cold winter nights. Dark times also occur when you

give all you have and the rose bush just does not want to grow
and give you its blossoms. But dark times are just that and will
pass. Hang in there and this too shall pass.
 Joyful times are so numerous. Now, do not think I mean
skipping through the roses and laughing uncontrollably, which
would be quite bloody. No, joyful times are the deep joy one
get upon seeing the beauty of God’s creation that you helped
along the way. That joy that one feels upon accomplishing
something that maybe many could have accomplished but in
this instance you, in collaboration with The Creator, own this
 Ǥ
 Artistic times are not really my strongpoint but I try. For
instance, things like not planting all red rose together but
rather to stagger the different color roses. To some degree we
are all artistic. But, may you “artistic” types go wild with the
“roses” in your lives.
 Restful times are when nothing needs to be done, only to sit
down and enjoy the beauty of what you have, in your limited
contribution, helped accomplished. God rested and so should
you. Rest is good for the soul after all your hard work.
 Rewarding times are a constant. They occur during ALL of
the previously described times. Be sure and reap those
rewards. Stop and count your rewards. Stop and smell the
roses. Do not make yourself so busy that rewards are not
reaped. Rewards gives us strength to continue on.
 While the dying times are sad, they are part of the cycle of
life. Roses will die and new ones need to be planted. Most often
it is just a stem or two that will die which I like to think of as a
sacriice for the greater good of the rest of the plant.
 So, after all the words above, how can we relate our Rose
Garden to the cycle of life? To me it is easy. I expect dark times.
I expect to work hard. I know these periods can seem too long
but just hang in there for the joyful, rewarding, beautiful times.
Plow through and know a brighter day will come. And when
the brighter day comes, enjoy the heck out of it, because dark
days will come again.
 And most of all, remember. God wants us to live life through
all its good and bad times so we can cultivate our soul. So that
upon meeting our Lord, we can say we did our best, we spread
joy in the world, we spread beauty. Along the way it was darn
right bloody at times but the struggles only make the good
times seems all the sweeter.
 God Bless you all. Go forth and plant your rose garden. Go
forth and reminds those struggling for meaning in their life
how sweet the gift of life truly is.
Want to Read the Bible in 4 Years?
Stop by www.sjvnm.org and click on “ .” You will receive daily
reading in your eMail from the New American Bible and the Catechism. The
readings will start with Genesis, Psalms, Matthew and the Catechism. (63)

Names from the Bible 
(in Chronological order from the New American Bible)
2. 
• Found 11 times in NAB Third Edition
• First Instance: Genesis 2:8 Then the LORD God planted a
garden in , in the east, and he placed there the man
whom he had formed.
• EDEN: The beautiful garden in which God put Adam and
Eve. After they disobeyed him, they were expelled (Genesis
2,3). It is a word used in Scripture to suggest an ideal place
to live (Isaiah 51:3, Ezekiel 31:9)

Active Listening Class: St. Thomas Aquinas BeǦFriender's Ministry
will be holding a special class for all ministries on March 20th, 1:00
Ǧ4:00 pm. This class will be on Active Listening Skills focusing on
Ǧjudgmental listening skills, responding to those you are
ministering to, and how to stay focused. The class will be no longer
than 3 hours and is free of charge. Due to space limitations, anyone
who is interested in attending MUST register prior to the class. The
class will be limited to 25 participants. It will be in the St. Lucy
Filippini Room. Please contact Gloria at 891Ǧ0388 to reserve a spot.

March 13th is: Daylight Savings Time
The New American Bible, Revised Edition (NABRE) 
Released on March 9, 2011, the New American Bible, Revised Edition
(NABRE) is the culmination of nearly 20 years of work by a group of
nearly 100 scholars and theologians, including bishops, revisers and
editors. The NABRE includes a newly revised translation of the entire
Old Testament (including the Book of Psalms) along with the 1986
edition of the New Testament.

Altar Server Meeting on March 13th at 9:15AM.
 This meeting is a refresher for all existing Altar Servers and
training for new Altar Server. If you have a child who is interested
in starting to Altar Serve please attend this meeting with your child.
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Mass Intentions
Saturday 4:00PM 
John Batte by the Uhrich family
Sunday 8:00AM 
Cabrini Uhrich by the Uhrich family
Sunday 10:00AM
Victoriana Esquibel by family
GREAT TRUTHS ABOUT GROWING OLD
Growing old is mandatory; growing up
is optional... 

PREGNANCY Q & A & more!
Q: Should I have a baby after 35? 
A: No, 35 children is enough.
Prayer Corner
 Let us join as a community in
prayer for our fellow parishioners
and/or their family members.
• Our condolences for Tom
Anderson Family with the lost
of Tom’s Father. (3/13)
• For Elizabeth Roshia recovery
after brain surgery. (3/13)
• For Ethel French recovery
from broken neck
ȋʹȀʹȌ
• For Christine to
*ind meaning in life
ȋʹȀʹȌ
• For Odelia Lucero
recovery from
surgery on her Skin
Cancer (2/20)
•
the strength and courage
of theǡsick, elderly,
dying 
• For our country leaders to
make the right decision for
the well being of our country.
• For the removal of the stain of
abortion from our country.
• For all our brave men and
women of the world keeping
their country free.
Email prayer needs to
̷Ǥ or leave a
written request with an usher.
Prayers are kept on the list for a
month then need to be
Ǥ

Thank you for your prayers.

Karin Wrasman

Catholic

Financial Representative

Religious Supplies

Deacon Roger &
Debbie Ayers
898-HOLY (4659)
9469 Coors Blvd. NW

PERFECTION CARPET
For All Your Flooring Needs
•Carpet •Tile •Vinyl •Wood
Sales & Installation
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Long-term Care
Insurance Specialist

“We bring the magic to your event”
Tents-Tables-Chairs-Dance Floors-China
Linens-Glassware-Custom Decorating
505-842-8368 or 800-880-8368

Fax: 505-247-2818
2nd Street at I40 in Albuquerque
www.garciastents.com

(505) 872-7854
www.nmfn.com/karinwrasman
05-2584 ©2009 The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI 9031-072

ExtendedStayDeluxe
2221 Rio Rancho Blvd. (Hwy.528)
Rio Rancho, New Mexico 87124
Tel 505.892.7900 Fax 505.892.7999
ABR@extendedstay.com

For reservations call 800.EXT.STAY
or visit ExtendedStayHotels.com

2502A Southern Blvd. 891-2546 Parish Member
CATHOLIC OWNED
Have you ever thought of owning your own business?

Call Donna Madrid

Private, Semi-Private, Group Classes

Independent Sale Representative

Or to place an order
505-892-1630
Parishioner
www.youravon.com/dmadrid
annod98@msn.com

Jay T. Myers
10% DISCOUNT MENTION AD
Golf Course at Southern

Pilates, GYROTONIC®, Yoga
Reflexology, Cranial Sacral
www.fitnessandpilates.com

Phone: 896-2662 505-710-6646 • 6501 4th Street NW

(505) 363-4284

SANDRA TAFOYA
Corrales, New Mexico

David Perkins, Owner/Operator
505-269-0603
No Contracts • Locally Owned & Operated
highnoonpestcontrol@gmail.com
www.highnoonpestcontrol.com

STUDIO / ON-LOCATION • WEDDINGS • SENIORS
• FAMILIES • EVENTS

Air Conditioning
Heating & Plumbing

(505) 934-1430

DOES YOUR BUSINESS TAKE CREDIT CARDS?
Would you like to SAVE 10-20% on your fees?
Ask me about our “Save you money or pay you $500.00*
guarantee” *Terms & conditions apply

Harris Jewelers & Gemologists
Casa De Oro Custom Design

505-892-3841
909 36th Place SE, Rio Rancho, NM 87124

Call Elizabeth Crowley at 1-800-950-9952 Ext. 2568 or E-mail: ecrowley@4LPi.com

www.harriscasadeoro.com

The ERMedical ID
Bracelet
SHUVRQDOL]HGGLVFUHWHDQGVW\OLVK

www.asph.com
All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Senior Discounts On Service Calls
Service & Repair
24 Hour Emergency Service

Parishioner

&XVWRP6LOLFRQ:ULVWEDQG
)UHH2QOLQH0HGLFDO5HJLVWU\
)UHH0HGLFDO,':DOOHW&DUG
All Types of Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES &
REFERENCES

Ofﬁce

505-990-2463
©2011

Serving the community since 1986 Lic#: 25925 MM98

BUDAGHER & ASSOCIATES
John A. Budagher
Attorney/Parishioner

Medical details for
emergency responders
when needed most.

• Estate Planning
• Wills • Trusts

881-9060
jbur4me@msn.com


ZZZHUPHGLFDOLGFRP
FOR AD INFO CALL 1-800-950-9952

•

WWW.4LPi.COM

Purchase a 1 year supply of
disposable lenses and receive 50% off
a complete pair of glasses!
Dr. Deidra M. Casaus
Optometric Physician
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30am - 6:30 pm
SATURDAYS 10am - 5pm

771-EYES (3937)
US HWY 550 Bernalillo, NM
Bernalillo Market Square

www.thevisionstorenewmexico.com

Support Your Church
Place A Business Or Personal Ad
In The Parish Bulletin.
Liturgical Publications
Elizabeth Crowley
1-800-950-9952
Ext 2568 or
720-468-9423
Email: ecrowley@4LPi.com
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